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H 4900. 2

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 3102

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Conmittee on Natural Resources, Ecology & Parks (originally
sponsored by Representatives B. Sullivan, Buck, Appleton, Eickneyer
Pear son, Canpbell and Hasegawa)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 03/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to geoduck harvesting; anmending RCW 77.65.410;
creating a new section; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW77.65.410 and 1993 ¢ 340 s 24 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) Every diver engaged in the commercial harvest of geoduck cl ans
shal | obtain a nontransferabl e geoduck diver |icense.

(2) After July 1, 2006, the director may not issue new geoduck
diver |icenses. A person nay renew an existing license only if the
person held a geoduck diver license in 2004 and held a geoduck diver
license for a mninmumof five of the ten years from 1994 t hrough 2003.

(3) The director nust revoke a geoduck diver license issued after
January 1, 2006, that does not neet the criteria of subsections (1) and
(2) of this section.

(4) GCeoduck diver licenses are not transferable. The |icense
hol der nust performthe actual harvesting.

(5) The director nust revoke geoduck diver licenses that are not
renewed by Decenber 31st of each year.
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(6) Alicense nay be reissued by the director if another license is
surrendered for any reason at any tine.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The departnent of fish and wldlife and
the departnent of natural resources shall jointly evaluate the effects
of the limted license provisions in RCW 77.65. 410. The eval uation
shal | include, but not be limted to:

(a) The adequacy of the nunber of |icensed geoduck divers avail abl e
to conduct commercial geoduck harvests;

(b) The economc inpact on the geoduck fishery, including the
i npact on state revenues;

(c) The effect on harvest practices, including conpliance wth
conditions stipulated in harvest contracts;

(d) The econom c inpacts to licensed divers, including the average
costs for securing divers for commercial harvest; and

(e) The percentage of geoduck divers with health insurance and
ot her enploynent-related benefits before and after the limted entry
license.

(2) The departnment of fish and wildlife and the departnent of
natural resources shall report their findings and reconmendations to
the appropriate commttees of the | egislature by Decenber 15, 2007.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. Section 1 of this act expires June 30, 2008.

~-- END ---
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